Cause and Effect Blizzard of 1888 Teacher Instructions
Students learn about how people responded to the blizzard.
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	Nebraska Social Studies Standards
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	Nebraska Language Arts Standards
	
	Nebraska Fine and Performing Art Standards

	
SS4.3.5
Students will identify how humans have adapted to and modified different environments in Nebraska.
a.Describe the impact of extreme natural events in Nebraska on the human and physical environment.
b.Describe how humans have adapted to and modified Nebraska’s physical environment.
e.Describe human adaptations to the physical environment.

SS4.4.5 Students will develop historical research skills.
c.Identify, obtain, and cite appropriate sources for research about Nebraska, incorporating primary and secondary sources.
d.Present historical information about Nebraska.

	
	
SC5.4.3 Students will observe and describe the effects of energy changes on Earth.
SC5.4.3.b Observe, measure, and record changes in weather (temperature, wind direction and speed, precipitation)
	
	
LA4.1.6 
Students will construct meaning by using prior knowledge and text information while reading grade-level literary and informational text.
a. Examine text to determine author’s purpose(s) and describe how author’s perspective influences text.
f. Use text features to locate information and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of print and digital text.
o. Demonstrate an understanding of text via multiple mediums.


LA4.2.4
Students will write in multiple modes for a variety of purposes and audiences across disciplines.
c. Conduct and publish research projects to answer questions or solve problems using multiple resources to support theses.
LA4.3 Speaking and Listening:  Students will develop and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate for a variety of purposes.















	
	
FA5.2.1
Students will use the creative process to make works of art exploring subjects and themes with a variety of materials.
c. Demonstrate the connections between sensory experience and expressing emotion.

FA5.2.3 
Students will use the critical process to examine works of art, learning about themselves and cultures.
c. Interpret the message communicated by a work of art, using knowledge of visual elements, subject matter, and mood.
d. Compare personal interpretation of a work of art with the interpretations of others.

FA5.2.4 
Students will examine contemporary, historical, and cultural context in art and life.
a. Explore how images and objects are used to convey a story, familiar experience, or connection to the world.
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Overview
The students should understand how people in Nebraska adapted to a natural hazzard – the blizzard of 1888.  Children will see themselves in relation to Nebraska History showcased in our capitol by learning about what the school children and teachers faced with life threatening danger of The Blizzard of 1888.  Children faced adversity and the teachers were inventive and brave.  

Big Idea or Theme
People adapt to natural hazards in different ways.

Essential Question/s:
How do people respond when faced with a sudden, life–threatening event?
How does individual responsibility make a difference during a disaster and afterward?

Purpose/Rationale
Students will see themselves in the plight of schoolchildren faced by a sudden natural disaster, and consider the value of individual responsibility and community collaboration to survive adversity.
On a subtle level, students will encounter objective accounts as well as subjective accounts and artistic expressions of real events.







Key Concepts/Vocabulary
weather- the state of the atmosphere at a place and time as regards heat, dryness, sunshine, wind, rain, etc.
blizzard- a severe snowstorm with high winds and low visibility.
the elements-- the forces of weather, such as wind, rain, snow, sun, and so on
descend--come down from the sky
mural-a large scale work of art applied to a wall mosaic-a picture or design made up of small pieces of differing colors (0701_0101)
cataclysmic-a sudden violent action by nature

Materials 
The teacher may want to build background information for students regarding:
A. One room school hourses
Images available at-
www.flickr.com/photos/ooocha/2802161506/in/photolist-5gBNZq-btw3pV-ahDQDo-5gBP8s-7JYbDk-65QQQz-dHNxXA-x2ooyh-5gxsHV-5gxsYr-65V8gf-f8RZey-6Ehm1H-pCoQMn-pZCsu2-bG2izT-qgEaRC-pZuAPh-6PtLkv-4ZM8go-6KNiTB-4V9fux-qfpM6q-9RVb3c-q19dD9-qhG4MM-54G2jQ-8xDoWe-rSP11-5gxswa-aCG7Dt-65QSqp-fKyqU9-boby5a-bapaZt-dHH8Hi-bQUZgK-83e7Km-eM84Hv-65QRLV-65QRen-f8BJcx-aHHq44-65V64d-goL99i-c8EL7W-f8RP2G-aCPoZK-k1JsJ-8jaTw2
and
https://www.flickr.com/photos/battlecreekcvb/4425159702/in/photolist-7K36NW-htBuK-9om4Dx-r4Zw9u-8vBVPR-byhPwZ-8vBW8g-k6wQnV-9RY78L-cuw4CQ-cfWG8y-9TfaLW-8BGi8L-65V6Jq-8TUqhN-dRsLkh-7TniVE-pwhkQ-8TRkJP-xEaccD-e4T8S-5yahev-nX7PfU-6ZtKf2-7Ym7Pu-5yafQg-nEKCCs-5rJiRA-5rDYa4-nZ4pPa-54oMfr-5rDYjr-pFontP-nZ21vR-cDNqWj-7Ym9Vd-c8wuN1-8F1Acv-cXe9zb-c8ED6j-8uYX9q-a8gibd-49xXvj-pH1CV9-c8ELe3-dhYze3-c8EMny-c8wtnh-7hess1-c9N4r3
B. The storm of 1888.  Images available at-
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Train_stuck_in_snow.jpg

http://ww4.hdnux.com/photos/26/41/12/5903007/3/628x471.jpg

	http://ww1.hdnux.com/photos/26/41/12/5903008/3/628x471.jpg
C. A photo of the 19 year old Minnie Freeman
http://www.franbecque.com/2015/02/18/minnie-freeman-schoolhouse-blizzard-1888/


Student Readings:
A. “John Craig” 
B. “Blind mare finds the way”
C. “Cow leads the way home”
D. “Dog”

Diagram of Cause and Effect
















Objectives
The student will be able to: 

1. describe the events of the Blizzard of 1888
2. describe how people adapted to a natural hazzard (the Blizzard of 1888)
Procedures
Reading SESSION ONE 
The text in this section is found in the additional helps section.

1. Establish a context for the lesson by having students discuss personal stories about snow storms.  Tell the students that the lesson today will be about a big snow storm a long time ago – 1888.  The teacher may want to have students look at images to help with discussion.  
(Students read primary and secondary source documents about the Blizzard including journal entries from teachers and students.)

2. Have the students read the story of John Craig from the Omaha World-Herald article “125 years ago today, Blizzard of 1888 ravaged the Plains” by David Hendee.  Place a large arrow on the board.  Tell the students that on the left of the arrow is the cause and the right of the arrow is the effect. Reread the story and have the students identify the cause and effect from the passage together.  The cause is a wave of cold air from the blizzard hit the wooden school house and the effect is that it shook the walls of the school and lifted the floor into the air.
2. Now the students are going to read another passage and determine the cause (still the storm) and the effect (the way that people dealt with the cold and snow from the dangerous storm).  Have the students read independently “Blind mare finds the way”. The left side of the arrow is the same as before – the storm but have the students determine the right side of the arrow – the effect.  Discuss the correct answer.
3. Have the students independently read “Cow leads the way home”.  Have the students independently determine the effect to assess their understanding or Cause and Effect. 

Assessment
Assess “Cause and Effect” utilizing the newspaper.

Extensions
1. Students create a production as a collaborative team to recreate the movement (dance, walk, or move) from school to home using cotton or acrylic yarn for a rope.  Their goal is to be artistic like the song but accurate in their portrayal using their sticky notes in timeline order. Some students may choose to be part of the sound or special effects, e.g. waving crepe paper for wind and snow, using instruments or vocalizations for storm sounds.
2. Groups will present their Blizzard Presentations to the class as the teacher reads an account of the Blizzard of 1888. Teacher may read the lyrics to the song Thirteen Were Saved.
3. Each student or pair will write in their journals a response to the activity and/or mural from our capitol.

Sources
1.  Teaching Reading in the Social Studies, “Teaching About Cause and Effect”, page 21-23, edited by Peggy Altoff and Syd Golston, National Council for the Social Studies, 2012.
2. Virtual Capitol Tour from NET
http://nebraskavirtualcapitol.org
3. Hahn, Mrs. Albert.  “Mrs. Albert Hahn, Tacoma, Washington.” In All Its Fury: the Great Blizzard of  January 12, 1888 With Stories and Reminiscences Collected and Compiled by W. H. O’Gara.  Ed. Ora A. Clement. Lincoln, Nebraska: J & Lee Books. 1975. 194-196.  Reproduced with permission from the publisher.
4. Cave, Oren H.  “Oren H. Cave, 1900 N. Cotner Blvd., Lincoln.” In All Its Fury: the Great Blizzard of  January 12, 1888 With Stories and Reminiscences Collected and Compiled by W. H. O’Gara.  Ed. Ora A. Clement. Lincoln, Nebraska: J & Lee Books. 1975. 241-242  Reproduced with permission from the publisher.
5. Hendee, David article “125 years ago today, Blizzard of 1888 ravaged the Plains,” January 2013, Omaha World-Herald. Reproduced with permission from the publisher.  http://www.omaha.com/news/years-ago-today-blizzard-of-ravaged-the-plains/article_687162f2-ff65-5b26-93a4-10202c338a82.html
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Teacher Directions with TEXT
Each of the three readings below are to be used with the skill of determining cause and effect.  There are three readings so the teacher can utilize the gradual release of instruction model with the students.  The reading following these three is “Bear Claw the Dog” and can be used to assess student mastery of the skill.

John Craig
John Craig was a 7-year-old farm boy who lived nine miles southeast of Leigh, Neb. He was in a country school when the cataclysmic cold front dropped in about 2 p.m. He later wrote:
“With the suddenness of a clap of thunder, the sheer front of the blizzard crashed against the schoolhouse like a tidal wave, shaking the wooden frame building and almost lifting it from its foundation.''


Blind mare finds the way
Theodore Peterson of Oakland, Neb., had been to the mill at Lyons to grind wheat for flour when he was caught in the storm. He was driving a wagon hitched to an old blind mare and another horse. The blind horse had been over the road many times without seeing it, so Peterson loosened the reins and let her find the way home.


Cow leads the way home
A girl named Mary was out with the family cows in an Antelope County, Neb., field of corn stubble.
One of the old cows led the herd, and when it was time to take the cattle in, Mary would hold the old cow's tail to walk home and the others would follow. The old cow started for home when the blinding storm hit. Mary grabbed the tail and was safely guided home.


Source:  “125 years ago today, Blizzard of 1888 ravaged the Plains”, Omaha World-Herald, January 12, 2013.
http://www.omaha.com/news/years-ago-today-blizzard-of-ravaged-the-plains/article_687162f2-ff65-5b26-93a4-10202c338a82.html














As we read this excerpt from the book 
IN ALL ITS FURY we will practice our reading skill 
CAUSE and EFFECT.
A cause is why an event happens. 
An effect is an event that happens because of a cause.
The CAUSE happens first, but does not always come first in the text.

Bear Claws the Dog
Eunice W. Stabler (Mrs. Geo.), 1124 H. St., Lincoln, Omaha Indian, tells the story of some of her tribesmen who were overtaken by the famous blizzard.

During the winter of 1888 a group of Omaha Indians secured permission to go to the western part of Nebraska for hunting and for trapping muskrat and beaver. The pelts of these animals gave them very good returns. 

THINK ALOUD:  When we read “the pelts of these animals gave them very good returns” we realize that they chose to go hunting where they could hunt and trap muskrat and beaver.  What CAUSED them to hunt is knowing they would get good returns on the pelts. The EFFECT is “they went hunting for muskrat and beaver”. 

The Omahas camped on Beaver Creek, somewhere near Genoa, Nance county. On the morning of January 12th two of the young men started out from camp to hunt along the creek. They were Gui-kam, whose English name was Charley Stabler, and his friend Mon-xpi-axaga, or Rough Clouds, whose English name was Hewitt. With them was Charley’s dog, Bear Claws.
The day was bright and ideal for hunting. But in the afternoon the wind changed and it began to snow. The snow was so think and the wind so strong that they could not see their way. They decided to sit under a tree. They were kept busy clearing the snow from the place where they sat. In a short time the snow was banked high on all sides. They attempted to make a fire that night but were not successful.
Rough Clouds was a very tall man, and unusually heavy for an Indian. The long battle with the wind tired him more than it did his wiry companion. His exhaustion undoubtedly explains the sad end of his story.


THINK ALOUD:
The snow CAUSED Charley and Rough Cloud to sit under a tree and keep clearing away the snow.  We refer to the “snow” as the cause and the effect is that they had to sit under a tree and keep clearing away the snow.
1st ASSIGNMENT with PARTNER:
Read the next two paragraphs together.  
CAUSE:  Charley heard his dog whining and digging over his head.  
What was the EFFECT?  (What did Charley to do because of the whining and digging over his head?) 

CAUSE: Bear Claws heard Charley making noise under the snow. 
What was the EFFECT?

Share as a class your answers before going on as partners for the conclusion of the narrative.

The next day they woke to find themselves imprisoned in a hut of ice and snow. The dog, Bear Claws, was missing. Rough Clouds wrapped his robe about him and said to Charley that he was going to have some sleep. He lay down-and never wakened.
Charley Stabler did not realize that his friend had died until much later. He spoke to him-and Rough Clouds was silent.
Then Charley knew he must keep himself awake. He rubbed his body and stamped his feet. He had nothing to eat or drink, and he could not break his way out.
About noon on the 15th he heard his dog whining and digging over his head. He called to the dog and Bear Claws dug frantically. Between them they finally broke the crust of snow and made a small hole through which Charley made his way out. It was the first time he had seen daylight since the storm began. 

2nd Assignment with Partner:  Read last three paragraphs of the story and the note from the author while noting Cause and Effect.

CAUSE: Charley was weak and too chilled to stand up.
What was the EFFECT?  

CAUSE:  Charley sees a dim light.
What was the EFFECT?

CAUSE: 
EFFECT:  The farmer and his family came to see what made the noise and found Charley.  

What did the tracks in the snow around Rough Clouds mean?  What did the people conclude about Bear Claws?

How did Charley want people to treat his dog Bear Claws?  

What did Bear Claws do that caused Charley to live?
CAUSE:

EFFECT:  Charley lived.

Leaving his dead comrade, he tried to return to the camp, Bear Claws leading the way. He found himself too weak and chilled to stand, so he got down on his hands and knees and crawled. In the far distance he could see a dim light and he made his way toward that. The snow was very deep and it was hard going. Bear Claws stayed beside him, seeming to try to encourage him. It was almost dark when they finally reached a farmhouse. Charley tried to knock on the door, but only fell against it. The white farmer and his family came to see what made the noise and found Charley Stabler, exhausted and with frozen hands and feet, lying at the door. 
They took him in and cared for him, placing him in a cool room and rubbing his body with kerosene, doing all they could to relieve him. Meanwhile, Bear Claws went on to the Omaha’s camp where he whined and whimpered until some of the men followed him and he lead them straight to the farmhouse. Then Charley learned that all the men from the camp, and the white farmers in the neighborhood, had been out searching for him and Rough Clouds. But only the faithful dog knew where to look for them.
The next day Bear Claws lead them again to the spot where Rough Clouds’ body lay. Tracks in the snow showed that the dog had made many trips back and forth, trying to bring help to his master and friend.

“I lived near Charley Stabler in my childhood,” says Mrs. Stabler, “and heard him tell this experience many times. He died in 1910. Bear Claws lived to a ripe old age, dying about 1896 or later. Charley always insisted that we children must be good to Bear Claws because he saved his life. The dates and places mentioned were verified by my brother-in-law, Roy D. Stabler, Winnebago, Nebraska, and now (1946) 70 years of age.”

Source:  In All Its Fury:  A History of the Blizzard of January 12, 1888, by W.H. O’Gara, 1947, pages 70-71. 




















Extentions

Timeline…for Blizzard Presentations

Read, compare, contrast and create a time line of the Blizzard of 1888 on sticky notes (this will make it easier to move the facts around as you find them).  Use the Omaha World Herald article on January 12, 2013:  125 Years Ago Today, Blizzard of 1888 by David Hendee and Reluctant Folk Hero by Minnie Freeman, as well as the lyrics from Thirteen Were Saved by William Vincent.
Students read and reread the three (or more) accounts and note significant events on sticky notes then place them in order or the events.

Example of sticky notes and order of facts:
	
1. Thursday, January 12, 1888 a fierce blizzard slashed across the Great Plains for 12-18 hours.

	
2. Children went to school on January 12th. 
	
3. At noon students played outside.  

	
4. By 2 pm the temperature fell to -30 to -40 degrees.  Some reported a clap of thunder.

	
5. Teacher took a ball of stout twine from her desk and tied the students together.
	
6. Roof blew off.

	
7. The group started toward the nearest house which was ¾ mile away with wind blowing in their faces and visibility of 4 to 5 feet.

	 
8. Stuck together two by two and were told to hold on to the one just ahead of you.
	
9. The group made it to the farmhouse.




Collaborate with your group using the information from the timeline lesson to create a presentation of the Blizzard of 1888.  
You will need: a student who plays the teacher 
 	13 students (or fewer if you need to)
sound technicians
and special effects. 

The leader (playing the teacher) ties the gold yarn around her and the students two by two, while holding on to just the one in front.  Groups move or dance together as if going against the wind with very little visibility.  Some students may move ribbon or crepe paper streamers around them to show the blizzard.  Others may make the sounds of the blizzard or create special effects as appropriate.  If group dynamics allow create the opportunity for students to be part of the experience and view it both.  Compare the presentations noting artistic expression as a class discussion.
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The Blizzard of ‘88
Student Art Work Assignment and Follow Up Discussion

Materials needed: Medium for students to take home to create a work of art--e.g., regular paper, paper with torn edges, foam core, art board, card board, or any medium easy to obtain.  (Keeping the dimensions to 8.5”x11” or less will give the student room to work but not so much space as to be intimidating.)
In this activity, students create a simple work of art to express the physical or emotional experience of a weather event, which they will later share in pairs.  (Each will look at his/her partner’s artwork and interpret the events/sensations/emotions/experience it conveys to him or her.)

Procedure
1. Distribute the medium for the work of art each student will create.

2. Help the students understand the assignment:
	The art should be done in two or three colors (like Jeanne Reynal’s mural of the blizzard).
The art should express the sensations, emotions, and/or other details of a major weather event the student experienced.
	The art should express rather than represent the subject.

	The activity can take place during the school day or as a take home assignment.
Designs can be created with markers, crayons, chalk, glued-on pieces of paper or tissue, or whatever is easily available and reasonable for your students to use. 

If students need help when it is time to discuss the artworks, offer these as discussion questions:
1. What do you think this artwork is about?  What story does it tell you?
2. What physical feelings do you think the artist is expressing?
3. What emotions do you think the artist is expressing?
4. How can art be a means for us to express our view of a natural event?
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